
 

  

 

Discovery 55/023 

 

 
 

LOA: 55’9” / 17m 
Year: April 2008 
LWL: (static) 44’9” / 13.64m 
 (heeled) 49’2” / 15m 
Beam: 15’8” / 4.78m 
Draft: (half load) 7’3” / 2.23m 
Displacement: (half load) 22,500 kg  / 49,500 lbs 
Ballast: 9,500 kg / 20,900 lbs 
Ballast ratio: (half load) 42.2% 
Air draft: 23.52m 
Hull Material: GRP 
Engine: Yanmar 4LHA-HTP 160hp 
Designer: Ron Holland 
Builder: Discovery Yachts 
Flag: US 
Location: Lymington, UK 
Price: £745,000 
VAT status: Not VAT paid 

 

 

 
INTERNATIONAL YACHT BROKERS 

 

Berthon England  The Shipyard  Lymington  Hampshire  SO41 3YL  
 

T: +44 (0) 1590 679 222  F: +44 (0) 1590 647 446  E: brokers@berthon.co.uk  W: www.berthon.co.uk      
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Hull and Deck 

 

Flag Blue GRP construction to Lloyds and CE Category A Ocean. The yacht was also built to MCA 

Category 2, this specification gives her commercial clearance up to 60 miles from a safe haven. 

Upgrades to achieve this coding include metal through hull fittings and upgraded pipework in engine 

room, upgraded sea water chest and sea water strainer. 

 

2 coats of isothalic gelcoat, non pigmented below the waterline followed by a powder bound matt. 

Vinylester resin is used throughout the hull. 5 year guarantee against osmosis from build.  Lay up 

incorporates an end-grain balsa core and this is laid up under vacuum.  Woven mat is used for 

optimum strength to weight ratio and this is further strengthened with a layer of woven Kevlar through 

the forward part of the hull.  Stringers run the full length of the yacht incorporating engine beds and 

tank supports.  There are 2 watertight bulkheads forward of the accommodation.  SAPPHIRE has a 

further watertight bulkhead forward of the main saloon.  The hull is epoxy painted beneath the 

waterline with moulded boot top gelcoat in red with gold cavita line. Stainless steel rubbing rail on 

gunwhale.  Antfouling in white. 

 

Deck in GRP with balsa core, with load bearing areas in marine ply with aluminium and with stainless 

steel backing plates where needed.  Deck incorporates 2 lockers in the transom, 2 lazarette steps, self 

draining gas locker, fender locker amidships, fold out bathing ladder, shower with hot and cold water. 

Weather deck, forward coachroof, cockpit seats, helmsman’s seat, forward cockpit sole and transom 

steps, teak laid in quarter sawn teak with teak capping rail. 

 

The hull to deck join incorporates a raised flange from the bulwark which is bonded to the matching 

hull flange with epoxy bonding paste. The side decks drain through scupper drains so that fresh water 

may be diverted to one of the water tanks.  

 

All windows are constructed of toughened safety glass set in marine grade aluminium frames.  The 

main saloon windows are double glazed and port and starboard windows facing forward are opening, 6 

opening ports in hull, portlight above pilotberth, Rondal flush hatches in forward and aft cabin. 

 

 

Mechanical  

 

Yanmar 4LHA-HTP 160hp 4 cylinder, turbo charged diesel engine with gearbox ratio of 2:68:1 

Dual alternators 

Engine is flexibly mounted with Aquadrive coupling and stainless steel shaft to cast bronze p bracket.  

24” Gori propeller and AM15 3 blade ropecutter 

Engine room in lined with fire retardant insulation faced to avoid contamination.  Ventilation ducting 

is also sound insulated where required 

Racor 500 FG fuel filter and water separator and Separ fuel filter, both with warning light at electrical 

panel. 

Stainless steel sea chest reducing dramatically the number of through hull fittings, upgraded to MCA 

requirement 

Extractor fan 
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Electrical 

 

11kva Onan generator  

220v sockets throughout ship including in engine room + 12v socket. Light switches in chrome. 

Engine and generator start are charged by their own alternators.  This provides secure back-up with 2 

120amp hour separate batteries, both systems at 12v.  The main engine has a 55 amp hour alternator. 

There is an emergency link which allows charging from either alternator.  

The 24 v domestic battery bank is charged the by a 100amp hour alternator on the engine or via the 2 x 

Centaur battery charger delivering 120 amp hours of charge.  This charges at 75 amp hours from the 

genset or shorepower. There is a second 110v/60Hz 24/750 Victron Phoenic invertor (DC to AC) with 

24v cut off switch as well as RCD Victron 7.3kva isolation transformer. Auto 220v switch installed 

between Isolation transformer, 16amp socket and battery charger. 

There is a 24 to 12 v convertor for 12v use.   

All wiring is tinned, multi-strand marine cable. 

Heavy duty battery switches isolate all circuits apart from the independent bilge pump system.   

 

 

Other Mechanical 

 

Maxpower 125 composite bowthruster 

Full tropical air conditioning with 1 x 10k unit forward, 1 x 12k unit aft and 1 x 16k unit in main 

saloon 

Seafresh H206A watermaker 102 litres per hour, 230V/50Hz 

Eberspacher D10W hot water central heating system and heated towel rail in each heads compartment 

Dolphin Alarm System 

 

 

Plumbing 

 

50 litre calorifier with 220v immersion 

2 blackwater tanks each of approximately 60 litres 

Salt water pressure pump for deck wash fitted at anchor well.  15m of hose and hose gun 

Grey water holding tank of 150 litres above keel sump. 

Bilges are separated into 2 areas.  The forward cabin has it’s own electric bilge pump.  The main cabin 

drains via limber holes to a deep sump fitted with high output electric bilge pump.  There is also an 

electric bilge pump for the forward sail locker.  All 3 pumps are fitted with automatic floats and 2 

position switch. A manual bilge pump fitted with strum box can be operated from the cockpit.  

 

 

Tankage 

 

3 x fresh water food grade high density polyethylene tanks from Tec Tanks, fitted with inspection 

hatches and baffles. Tanks 1 and 2 are 380 litres each, and tank 3 550 litres. There are deck feeds for 

these and a rain water catching system and contents gauge 

 

2 x diesel high density polyethylene tanks with baffles and inspection hatches. Total capacity 800 

litres. Each tank has a drain point at the bottom to permit the removal of water or contaminants.  The 
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main fuel feed is then led to a Racor fuel filter and water separator. There are contents gauges for both 

tanks 

 

 

Accommodation 

 

The interior is designed by Ken Freivokh who was independently commissioned to oversee the interior 

of SAPPHIRE, the soft furnishings have been specifically chosen for the yacht and the dark blue 

leather and accessories match the interior woodwork beautifully. Maple interior woodwork with maple 

striped side linings, and Birdseye maple on various surfaces. Teak and holly soleboards throughout 

with removable carpet. Push buttons in chrome/gold and all drawer and door furniture have chrome 

hinges. All door handles are chrome and gold and watertight door handles in stainless steel.   

 

 
 

From forward 

Twin berth cabin. Good ventilation and large hatch. 

Port side upper and lower berth cabin again with good stowage, concealed sky screens and plenty of 

light. 

Guest heads with electric Techma heads with fresh and seawater flushing, Dornbracht lotion dispenser, 

Kohler faucet in chrome for shower and basin with pump out with Corian surfaces and skyscreen. 

Watertight door to main saloon with pilot berth and bottle and glass storage. 

Main saloon raised seating area with a table that allows space for 7 people to dine but which will fold 

down to coffee table size, which is executed in birds eye maple with teak trim .  This is a true deck 

saloon offering panoramic views.   

The raised navigator’s station gives excellent visibility.  The chart table is full sized and is executed in 

birds eye maple with a nav pod.  There are provision of red and white lights in this area and a separate 

chart drawer under the pilot berth. There is a custom made binocular box and concealed sky screens. A 

small safe is fitted behind the saloon seating and there is a clock and barometer. There is also magazine 

storage at the forward bulkhead. There is a wet locker in the saloon. 

The galley has a double sink near the centreline of the yacht and the surfaces are in white Corian and 

there is a Dornbracht lotion dispenser here.  There are maple fiddles and a Blanco tap in brushed steel 

delivering fresh and saltwater, with a large draining bin beside the sink so that washing up can be left 

to dry naturally.  There are 2 opening ports in the coachroof for ventilation, an opening hatch overhead 

with skyscreen and a hatch into the cockpit.  The deep freeze has a volume of 170 litres and the fridge 

has a capacity of 300 litres which is front opening, both are by Frigomatic.   The cooker is a gimballed 

Force 10 4 burner cooker with remote gas solenoid shut off valve.  
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A food storage locker is situated at the aft end of the galley 

The Owners’ cabin has a king size centreline double with split mattress and leecloths, set on battens for 

extra comfort.  There are extensive wardrobes and locker space as well as ample bookshelves.  There is 

a central dressing table and concealed TV. The separate heads to starboard has an electric Techma 

heads with fresh and seawater flushing, basin, Corian surfaces and separate shower stall. There is an 

additional drain in this area with non-return valve for easier cleaning together with heated towel rail 

and Donbracht Tara sanitary fittings.  The main engineroom access is here. There is also access to the 

Miele washer/dryer.  

 

 

Mast rig and Sails 

 

Selden white painted aluminium alloy masthead spar with twin swept back spreaders and B&R rig.  

Electric in-mast furling. Reckmann powered furler system for both jibs.  Navtec hydraulic boom vang, 

Sea Me active radar reflector and passive radar reflector. 2 x Spinnaker halyards, 2 x boom lights.  

Internal halyards, self tacking staysail. Masthead VHF antennae and cable. Lopolight LED navigation 

lights -  masthead tricolour, and anchor light, steaming and deck lights.  Windex wind indicator. 

Standing rigging of 1 x 19 stainless steel wire. 12mm Spectra running rigging, jackstay lines, Sheets in 

braid. 2 x white carbon whisker poles, one of which stows on the mast. 

 

 

Sails 

 

Hood Vectran mainsail 2008 

Hood Vectran jib 2008 

Hood Tri-radial Spectra genoa 2008 

Hood MPS asymmetric spinnaker with squeezer 2008 

 

 

Winches 

 

Andersen winches with stainless steel tops 

2 x Andersen Mainsheet 54st electric 

2 x Andersen 64 ECST primaries electric 

1 x Andersen 48 ECST main halyard, and self tacking sheet electric 

1 x Andersen 44 CST headsail halyards 

 

 

Electronics and Communications 

 

Navigation – on deck 

ST60 Raymarine speed and depth separately 

ST 60 Raymarine wind vane system 

ST8002 Raymarine Plus Pilot control display at helm with second unit as spare 

Digital Yacht CSB200 AIS Class B transponder with antennae, splitter and multiplexer 

E80 Raymarine plotter display 

Wifi antennae fitted to transom 

Echo Pilot Depth Sounder 
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Navigation – at nav desk 

ST60 Raymarine repeater 

Raymarine smart controller 

Raymarine Lifetag wireless MOB system with 6 tags 

Raymarine S3G core pack with rate gyro upgrade 

Raymarine Raytech VR6 (RNS 6) 

Raymarine Seatalk/NMEA interface box 

Raymarine E80 plotter display 

Raymarine G150 to relay all Raymarine functions and act as PC screen 

 

Computer equipment 

Digital Yacht PC CF220 with 160 GB hard drive with Actisence NMEA data combiner 

Cannon printer 

 

Communications 

KVH Fleet track phone FB250, fax, phone and data 

Wireless router 

Icom M502 DSC VHF  

Raymarine loud hailer/foghorn 

Icom 802 SSB 

Active antennae 

Giant dyna plate 

Iridium cabling 

 

Entertainment 

KVH M5 TV satellite antennae dome 

Humax European TV decoder 

Aft cabin TV 

Saloon TV with surround sound, located on port bulkhead by companionway, with 5 speakers and 

subwoofer giving surround sound system built by Mauer Audio Video.  4 x cockpit speakers.  IPOD 

player for forward saloon and aft cabin with remote controls for all outlets. 

 

 

Deck Equipment 

 

Side bathing ladder and mounts 

Fixed cockpit table with storage internally 

Discovery hot tub behind helm including high level valve in engine room, and teak grating 

150kg electric stainless steel davits 

Lewmar vertical capstan windlass with remote control with 2 way control switch and remote at helm. 

The main roller is set forward with an oversize delrin roller for a perfect fit for the chain.  There is a 

second roller to port.   

Stainless steel anchor self stowing, with 100m calibrated galvanised chain. Chain snubber stainless 

steel hook and 2m spliced line  

Kedge anchor support on stern rail with Fortress FX55 kedge anchor and 10 metres chain and 50m 

Octoplait warp 

10 stainless steel mooring cleats 

2 x antennae masts for communications and TV 
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All stainless steel fabrications in 316 marine grade stainless steel mirror polished Stern rail extends 

well forward with opening gate to transom. Gin and tonic seats on pushpit and dolphin seats on pulpit.. 

Opening gates port and starboard with high stainless steel stanchions 715 mm set in gunwales. Double 

stainless steel guardwires. 

Stainless steel dorade and grab handles along deck saloon roof 

3 x stainless steel U-bolts in cockpit for safety harness attachment 

Additional shelves in chain locker, port lazarette locker and starboard lazarette locker 

Storage capability on foredeck for dinghy 

3.4m white RIB with 20hp outboard 

Sprayhood with transparent panel in roof for sail handling, bimini, frame and hood 

Sovereign Bravo stainless steel gas barbeque with permanent gas supply and bayonet fitting to 

barbeque 

2.6m folding passerelle with stow bag, stanchions and lines and 2 x stainless deck sockets 

 

 

Domestic Equipment 

 

Lee cloths throughout 

2 x White 24v fans in aft cabin, 2 in forward cabin and two in port cabin 

Halogen down lighters throughout yacht 

Garbage shute 

240v Microwave 

Miele washer/dryer 

Techma electric heads forward and aft with fresh and seawater flushing 

 

 

Safety Equipment 

 

8 man ISAF liferaft in canister with liferaft cradle on pushpit and hydrostatic release 

ARC Globalfix Cat 2 EPIRB 

Fire blanket adjacent to companionway 

Flare pack 

Horseshoe set with bracket and light 

Kim lifebuoy drogue and pocket 

3 x dry powder fire extinguishers 

1 x 2kg dry powder extinguisher in the lazarette 

Automatic fire extinguisher in engine room 

 

 

Brokers’ Remarks 

 

SAPPHIRE is a recent Discovery 55, having been delivered to her owners in April 2008. In their 

ownership she has sailed the Bahamas and East Coast of the USA, before sailing to the Mediterranean 

where she has cruised the Western section.  She has had a professional skipper onboard from day one 

and sparkles.  She is a very special example of her class.  The interior of the Discovery 55 was 

designed by Ken Freivokh. He has made personal input inn the interior decor and detailing and with 

her maple interior she looks fantastic.  She is easy and rewarding to sail and is only now offered for 

sale as her owners have a Discovery 67’ in build. 
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The Discovery 55’ has been extensively reviewed, Bluewater Sailing called her `an innovative and 

eminently comfortable voyaging home’, whilst Boat International said ` the Discovery 55’ is a 

beautiful boat, soundly constructed out of the best materials and designed to look after her crew, 

whatever nature throws up.  But none of this is at the expense of performance which is in the top 

league of today’s modern cruiser-racers’. 

 

Call us today for an appointment to view, and if you would care to have copies of the boat tests above, 

please just ask.  SAPPHIRE will be available for delivery from 1 August 2010 
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Disclaimer 

 

These particulars have been prepared from information provided by the vendors and are intended as a 

general guide to the yacht, their accuracy cannot be guaranteed by us. The purchaser should confirm 

details of concern to them by survey or engineerôs inspection. The purchaser should also ensure that 

the purchase contract properly reflects their concerns and specifies details on which they may wish to 

rely. 

 


